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In a pilot of the Lifeology SciComm Certificate Program,
30 participants signed up to test a 3-month science
and sciart collaboration training program. 

Participants joined for a variety of reasons - to enhance
their science communication (scicomm) skills, to meet
collaborators, to learn more about the science of
science communication, to level up their resume or to
gain confidence! 

Each month, participants read 5 Lifeology SciComm
courses and completed a quiz and a reflection activity. 

OVERVIEW
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Set up for Success
The majority of monthly reflection

assignments received an evaluation of

“Above Standards” for creativity,

storytelling and/or writing quality,

incorporating learnings, and tailoring

content to the intended audience. 

More participants achieved an “Above

Standards” evaluation in the final

assignment (15 out of 20) than in the first

assignment (9 out of 20), signaling

improvement of storytelling and audience-

tailoring skills.

 

Excellent Retention
20 participants who were active from

the beginning completed the program

and all reflection activities,

demonstrating excellent program

retention. Only one participant did not

turn in their final project due to illness. 

PROGRAM STATS



23 participants completed the first quiz, 20 the second quiz and 18 the final

quiz. Only 1 participant scored less than ~80% on one quiz. In a wrap-up

zoom chat, participants agreed that the quizzes were helpful, relatively fun

and quick, not too easy or too hard, and helped to hold them accountable.

QUIZZES

23 participants completed
the first quiz with an
average of 17.26/18 points

20 participants completed
the second quiz with an
average of 11.45/12 points

18 participants completed
the third quiz with an
average of 8.28/9 points
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"I really enjoyed learning about the science
behind science communication. It’s so much
more than just ‘good writing’. I realize the
value of art in bringing the writing to life,
and will now actively look for ways to have
illustrations and visualizations accompany
my writing.”

-- Pilot Course Participant



Participants generally agreed that the program provided learning at a good

pace, and everyone who completed a post-survey said that they fully viewed

and read all assigned courses - with most viewing elective courses as well.

GOOD PACE

17.6%

47.1%

82.4%

52.9%

How was the pace of the program for you, e.g.
did you find you had enough time to complete
courses and activities? (17 responses)

How many of the assigned Lifeology SciComm
courses did you view/read fully?  (17 responses)

Good pace

About 5 of them (one month's worth)

Too fast

About 10 of them

Too slow

All assigned courses (about 14 courses)

All assigned courses AND elective ones!
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64%

94%

82%

Most participants (11 out of 17) strongly agreed

that they learned a lot from the program and

gained new skills. 23% of participants (4 out of

17) agreed, while only 2 participants indicated a

neutral or slightly disagree response.

Most participants strongly agreed (7 out of 17) or

agreed (7 out of 17) that their scicomm writing

skills improved as a result of the program, while

2 were neutral about this. 82% or 14 out of 17

strongly or slightly agreed that their scicomm

strategy skills also improved.

A vast majority of participants or 94% (16 out of

17) said this program is valuable to science

communicators, while 53% (9 out of 17) said it is

very valuable. Only 1 person was neutral in their

response.

Strongly agreed that they learned 

a lot from the program.

Agreed that the sprogram was

valuable to science communicators.

Agreed that their scicomm 

strategy skills improved.

A VALUABLE 
EXPERIENCE
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"I've learned there is value in
combining science and art."
-- Pilot Course Participant



Most participants strongly agreed that they enjoyed the

program (77%, 13 out of 17) while 2 agreed and 2 were

neutral or slightly disagreed. 82% or 14 out of 17 strongly

or slightly agreed that they enjoyed that the bulk of the

learning took the form of Lifeology courses, and 59% or 10

out of 17 disagreed that they would have learned better

from another format. 

Following the program, 88% or 15 out of 17 participants

said they feel comfortable now collaborating with

someone who has different skills on a multi-media

scicomm program (47% feel very comfortable).

All but one participant said they would be featuring

participation in the program on their resume or CV.

AN ENJOYABLE
EXPERIENCE
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82%
Agreed that they enjoyed that the

bulk of the learning took the form of

Lifeology courses.



GAINED
KNOWLEDGE 
& CONFIDENCE
After the program, participants indicated feeling
significantly more confident in their public
scicomm skills and significantly more
knowledgeable about the science of scicomm.
The mean confidence score increased from 3.5 to
4.1 on a scale of 1 to 5 (p < .05), while the mean
self-reported knowledge score increased from 2.9
to 4.2 on a scale of 1 to 5 (p < .001).

Outcomes
11 participants in the pilot program were chosen
as stand-outs and given paid Lifeology course
creation opportunities to become Lifeology
Certified Creators.
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"I've developed
specific skills 
to help me
communicate
science more
effectively.”
-Pilot Course Participant



Become a better communicator based on the 
science of science communication. 

Learn more at:

lifeology.io

SCICOMM CERT IF ICATE PROGRAM


